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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Students express concern about Proposal 2 
More than 50 Grand Valley students gath-
ered around the Cook Carillon Tower on the 
Allendale Campus November 8 to ask ques-
tions and express concerns about the passage 
of Proposal 2. The event was sponsored by the 
Student Senate. 
Proposal 2 bans the use of affirmative action 
programs that give preferential treatment to 
groups or individuals based on their race, 
gender, color, ethnicity or national origin for 
public employment, education or contracting 
purposes. 
A letter by President Thomas J. Haas was 
read: "I am very disappointed by the passage 
of Proposal 2 and wish the voters had decided 
otherwise. Grand Valley 's mission, vision and 
values will not change. We will continue to 
strive for diversity within all of our campus 
communities. 
" It is clear to me that lawyers and courts will 
be involved in questions about Proposal 2 
for many years ahead. In California a similar 
proposal is still being litigated years after its 
Across Campus 
PIC to hold passport fair 
In honor of International Education Week 
(November 13-17) the Padnos International 
Center will hold a passport fair Tuesday, 
November 14, from 1-5 p.m. for GVSU faculty 
and staff members and students. 
To be eligible for a passport, bring proof of 
U.S. citizenship, proof of identity, and a check-
book (two separate checks, totaling $97, will be 
needed for process ing). Checks will be the only 
accepted form of payment. 
In January, all U.S. citizens traveling by air 
between the U.S. and Canada, Mexico, Central 
and South America, Caribbean and Bermuda 
will be required to present a valid passport. As 
early as January 2008, U.S. citizens traveling to 
those countries by land or sea may be required 
to have a passport. 
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passage. Grand Valley's admissions process 
will not be affected by Proposal 2 because 
race is not a factor in admissibility. As we fur-
ther analyze the impact of Proposal 2, we will 
share information on how Grand Valley will 
continue to move ahead." 
Some students expressed concerns about 
minority scholarships and programs. Matt 
McLogan, vice president for University 
Relations, said those questions will likely 
be answered by the courts. "The truth is we 
don 't know how certain scholarships may be 
affected," he said. "The university will keep 
its promises. We will find new ways to pre-
serve diversity." 
Oliver Wilson, dean of Multicultural Affairs , 
told students the day marks a new beginning 
to reaffirm Grand Valley 's commitment to 
diversity. "This event is a step in the right 
direction to strengthen our campus commu-
nity," he said. 
Bart Merkle, vice provost and dean of stu-
dents, said that while it 's unclear how the new 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Student Senate President Frank Foster talks 
about the passage of Proposal 2 before stu-
dents on November 8. 
law will be interpreted, it doesn 't change the 
mission and goal of the university. "We will 
continue to create an environment of openness 
and inclusion," he said. "What we're all about 
is unchanged." 
···---------------------------
Passport photos can be taken at the fair for a $2 
fee and with a Grand Valley ID card. The fair 
will be held in the PIC, 130 Lake Ontario Hall. 
For more information, call x13898. 
Johnson Center gives tips 
on changing the world 
Every change, no matter how small, makes 
a difference and together can make a huge 
impact. 
The Dorothy A. Johnson Center for 
Philanthropy and Nonprofit Leadership at 
Grand Valley compiled a short list of simple 
ways to celebrate National Philanthropy Day, 
which was held November 9. 
"We pause for one day a year to reflect and to 
celebrate the power of giving and serving," said 
Kathy Agard, executive director of the Johnson 
Center. "We celebrate acts of kindness, unself-
ishness, and justice. How fortunate we are to 
live in a nation that values and demonstrates the 
power of giving and service above self." 
Joel Orosz, distinguished professor of 
Philanthropic Studies said: "At Grand Valley, 
we should take a moment to reflect that without 
the generosity of foundations , corporations, 
alums and friends, this great university would 
have to close its doors tomorrow. Philanthropy 
has made Grand Valley the wonderful institu-
tion that it is - and philanthropy will make it 
even better for all the years to come." 
Suggestions from the Johnson Center: 
• Drop off food at a food bank. According to 
a recent survey done by Community Research 
Institute, one in 20 people in the Grand Rapids 
continues on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page I 
area skipped or reduced meals last year 
because of money. 
• Donate food or clothing to a local 
charity. According to Community 
Research Institute studies, there are over 
19,000 Kent County households that are in 
need this winter. 
• Leave a parking spot open for some-
one else; 
• Buy local for a day; 
• Give to your preferred nonprofit in 
honor of someone else; 
• Help your neighbor rake their leaves; 
• Organize a campus clean up lunch 
hour; 
• Buy coffee for the person in line 
behind you; 
• Buy a red iPod to help people in 
Africa/participate in Code Red Campaign; 
File photo 
Students Sarah Curle and 
Joseph Sava/le volunteer 
for Habitat for Humanity in 
Grand Rapids. 
The campaign was created by the Student Life Office to recognize student 
leaders. Michelle Burke, associate director of Student Life, said leadership 
extends beyond officers in campus organizations. 
"Leaders are student assistants in offices, athletes, orientation leaders , 
campus tour guides and crossing guards, tutors , community volunteers, 
and especially students who excel in the classroom," she said. 
Nominators may submit up to three current students who are enrolled for 
the Winter 2007 semester. Nominations are submitted online at www.stu-
dentlife.gvsu.edu/signmeup; the deadline is December 1. For more infor-
mation, contact Burke at xl2358 or burkemi@gvsu.edu. 
Dawn chemistry project 
showed commitment 
You have to be very committed to chemistry to conduct a research project 
at 5:30 a.m., yet, that is just what a Michigan high school teacher and a 
group of students did November 9. 
• Buy a subscription to Good Magazine - 100 percent of funds go to a 
charity that you choose when you subscribe online. 
Kevin Conkel, a chemistry teacher at Hudsonville High School, spent 
eight weeks at Grand Valley this past summer, conducting chemistry 
research and learning how to be a better chemistry teacher. He partici-
pated in an innovative professional development program, known as 
Target Inquiry. TI is part of a five-year study that will have local and 
national impact on how chemistry is taught, while also addressing the new 
Michigan high school content expectations. 
For more ideas, visit www.gvsu.edu/jcp. 
Correction 
The story "Documentary honors local Red Arrow vets" in the November 6 
Forum should have stated the reception for veterans and guests was spon-
sored by the Meijer Foundation. 
Conkel worked with Robert Smart, associate professor of chemistry, on an 
organic chemistry research project to make new heat resistant polymers. 
Conkel and his advanced placement chemistry students continued that 
research last week, making heat-resistant polymers that would be of inter-
est to NASA for use on the space shuttle. Nominate student leaders for campaign 
Faculty and staff members are asked to nominate student leaders for the 
"I Am Grand Valley" campaign. More than 1,000 students will receive 
t-shirts during Campus Leadership Week, January 15-21. 
Target Inquiry was developed by Deborah Herrington and Ellen Yezierski, 
who secured grants from the Dreyfus Foundation and the National Science 
Foundation totaling over $1.4 million . 
FORUM 
Volume 31, Number 16 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office. The submis-
sion deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publi-
cation items to Michele Coffill , editor, c/o 
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 6 16-331-2221. 
Fax: 616-331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submiss ion form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum. 
News and Information Services Staff: 
Mary Eilleen Lyon, assistant vice president 
Dottie Barnes, communications specialist 
Brian J. Bowe, communications specialist 
Michele Coffill , communications specialist 
Mary lsca Pirkola, communications specialist 
Bernadine Carey Tucker, photography manager 
Courtney Newbauer, photographer 
Sherry Bouwman, NIS assistant 
Jazmine Steele, NIS editorial assistant 
Other publications by the News and 
Information Services Office include: 
GVNOW 
To see video features and daily campus 
news, visit Grand Valley's online publication, 
GVNow, at www.gvsu.edu/gvnow. 
GRAND VALLEYII 
Grand Valley Maga zine is published quarterly 
for the uni versity community. Vis it its Web 
site at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine. 
Grand Valley State University is an 
affirmati ve action/equal opportunity institution. 
••• 
GVFaces 
Dolli Lutes 
associate director, McNair Scholars 
Her office is outfitted with a cozy loveseat, throw 
and reading lamp she said she hardly has time to 
enjoy. Usually, her schedule is very tight; she's the 
guiding light to GVSU's McNair Scholars. 
Dolli Lutes has been the associate director of the 
McNair Scholars-TRIO program for the past four 
and a half years. Her job entails recruiting, advising 
and preparing students interested in attaining doc-
toral degrees. 
"It's a wonderful thing to help people reach their 
dreams," she said. "I enjoy working with students." 
Prior to working at Grand Valley, Lutes was the 
associate director of the Career and Counseling 
Department at Aquinas College. She said moving to 
Grand Valley was a big transition, but she is enjoy-
ing its campus climate. 
"I really appreciate the faculty here," she said. 
"They do a tremendous job with the students. I am 
really impressed." 
Lutes said this job has 
taught her that the key 
to success involves 
perseverance and deter-
mination. 
"I make sure students 
know it's not always the 
person with the highest 
GPA who finishes their 
doctorate," she said. 
Dolli Lutes 
Not only does Lutes enjoy maximizing the potential 
of students, she has a general interest in life pres-
ervation and sustainability. With two friends, she 
founded the Earth Institute of West Michigan, which 
teaches courses about voluntary simplicity and sus-
tainability. 
"It has had a huge impact on my life and I wanted to 
make the opportunity availab le for others," she said. 
Lutes makes the most of life, she takes her collie, 
Freea, for walks and also likes to exercise in the 
Fieldhouse. 
What·s Ahead 
Event focuses on media, 
Middle East 
Two journalists from U.S.-sponsored media out-
lets in the Middle East will visit Grand Valley to 
discuss the news media in the Middle East. 
The speakers will be Sohail Al-Shaer, producer 
and writer for Alhurra TV in Washington, D.C., 
and William Samii, senior Iran analyst and 
regional analysis coordinator for Southwest Asia 
and the Middle East at Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty. 
The lecture and discussion will be Tuesday, 
November 14, from 1-2:15 p.m. in the Kirkhof 
Center's Grand River Room. 
For more information, contact Barb Blankemeier 
at blankemb @gvsu.edu. 
Historian plans 
week of lectures 
Richard Norton Smith will visit Grand Rapids 
this week as a Hauenstein Center Scholar in 
Residence. He will deliver talks on American 
presidents from November 13-15. 
Norton Smith was director of the Gerald R. Ford 
Library and Museum for more than five years 
from 1996-2001. His lively accounts of presiden-
tial and other history have made him a familiar 
face to viewers of C-SPAN, as well as "The 
NewsHour with Jim Lehrer." 
As founding director of the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library and Museum in Springfield, 
Illinois , and as director of the Hoover, 
Eisenhower, Reagan and Ford libraries, Smith 
has introduced millions of visitors to a history 
rarely glimpsed in textbooks. 
The Norton Smith lecture series follows: 
• November 13, 11 a.m.: "The Surprising 
George Washington ," 250 Kirkhof. 
• November 13, 2 p.m.: "The Fiery Trial of 
Abraham Lincoln," 250 Kirkhof. 
• November 14, 1 p.m.: "The Gold in the 
Gi lded Age," 215 Kirkhof. 
• November 14, 4 p.m.: "TR in the Bully 
Pulpit," 215 Kirkhof. 
• November 15, 11 a.m.: "Woodrow Wilson 
and the Law of Unintended Consequences," 
Cook-DeWitt Center. 
• November 15, 7:30 p.m.: "Roosevelt 
and Reagan: Eternal Optimists ," Loosemore 
Auditorium, DeVos Center. 
For more information, contact the Hauenstein 
Center at xl2770 or visit www.allpresidents.org. 
Biology chair 
to present 'Her Story' 
Shaily Menon, associate professor of biology and 
department chair, will talk about mentors and her 
experiences as a girl in India during a "Her Story" 
presentation on Wednesday, November 15. 
The informal discussion will begin at noon in the 
Kirkhof Center, room 204. The presentations by 
women in leadership positions are sponsored by 
the Women 's Center and Women 's Commission. 
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Participants are encouraged to bring their located in the Calder 
lunches. For more information, call the Women's Art Center. 
Center at xl2748. 
Presentations will aid 
people with aging parents 
How do you tell your aging parents they should 
move into a nursing home? Two presentations by 
an elder care specialist will help faculty and staff 
members who are faced with such decisions. 
"When Independent Living is No Longer Safe: 
How Can I Help My Aging Parent?" is spon-
sored by Work Life Connections. Sarah Bolter, 
a social worker from Holland Home, will lead 
two discussions on Wednesday, November 15, in 
the Kirkhof Center, room 142; and on Thursday, 
November 16, in the De Vos Center, room 488C. 
Both presentations will start at noon. 
Register for the sessions online at www.gvsu. 
edu/worklife, click on "Live and Learn Brown 
Bag Series." 
'Story Time' makes 
world premiere 
The world premiere of Grand Valley Pictures ' 
"Story Time" will be shown at 8 p.m. on 
Wednesday, November 15, at Wealthy Theatre, 
1130 Wealthy SE, Grand Rapids. 
The film was locally produced by students 
enrolled in the Summer Film Project, directed by 
visiting professor Robert Hurst. Open to the pub-
lic, the $5 admission also includes a screening of 
the behind-the-scenes "making of' documentary 
and a reception at 9 p.m. with cast and crew. 
Now in its 12th year, the unique project 
offers Grand Valley students in the School of 
Communications an opportunity to work side-
by-side with film industry professionals. They 
also are able to use a half-million dollar Panalfex 
Super 16 film camera, on loan through a gener-
ous program with Panavision. They produce a 
short film, from start to finish , during two six-
week summer sessions. 
A Summer Film Project retrospective, screen-
ing the films produced over the past four years, 
is planned for 6-8 p.m. on Thursday, November 
16, at the newly renovated Grand Haven Area 
Arts Council 's building, 1045 Columbus, Grand 
Haven. 
For more information, call the School of 
Communications at xl3668. 
Sculptures from group pour 
displayed 
A group project involving 2,000 pounds of 
crushed engine blocks melted in a 2,600-degree 
furnace was the culmination of a two-year col-
laboration between Grand Valley State University 
and the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. 
Some of the sculptures produced during this 
project will be included in a Grand Valley 
Intermediate Sculpture Exhibition that will run 
November 17-24 in the Padnos Art Gallery, 
On October 20, a 
dozen sculpture 
students from Grand 
Valley's Art and 
Design Department, 
under the direc-
tion of Norwood 
Viviano, were 
joined on campus 
by students and 
faculty from SAIC 
for a group pour 
of their iron sculp-
tures. The visual 
spectacle took place 
inside and outside 
the Calder Fine Arts 
Center. 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Sculptures that were 
produced during 
an iron pour will be 
on exhibit through 
November 24 in the 
Calder Arts Center. 
Though Grand Valley students have numerous 
opportunities to cast aluminum and bronze, this 
will be the first time they have been able to cast 
iron using the special cupola furnace built this 
past summer at Ox-Bow School of Art, located 
near Saugatuck. Louis Padnos Iron & Metal 
Company in Holland donated the cast iron for 
this joint project. 
Viviano, who has taught foundry classes at Ox-
Bow during the past two summers, has built a 
relationship with other faculty members, Daniel 
Matheson and Carolyn Ottmers, from SAIC. 
Next spring, Viviano will take some of the Grand 
Valley students to another large-scale cast iron 
pour in Chicago. 
Perugino quartet 
celebrates Shostakovich 
The Perugino String Quartet will perform two 
concerts of music by Shostakovich in honor of 
the 100th 
anniversary of 
his birth. In 
addition they 
will perform 
Beethoven's 
string quar-
tet, Opus 74 
"The Harp," 
a masterpiece 
of his middle 
period. 
The quartet-
in-residence 
at GVSU is 
comprised of 
Eric Tanner 
and Diane 
McElfish, 
The Perugino String Quartet 
will perform on November 
19 and 30. 
violins; Barbara Corbato, viola; and Stacey 
Bosman Tanner, cello. 
The Artist-Faculty Series/Downtown Showcase 
is at 3 p.m. Sunday, November 19, at Loosemore 
Auditorium in the De Vos Center. The quartet 
then will close the fall semester of the Arts at 
Noon Series on November 30 at noon in the 
Cook-DeWitt Center. Both performances are free 
and open to the public. For more information call 
x13484. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Mon., Nov. 13 
7:45 a.m.-5 p.m.: Human Resources Excellence 
Series. Institute for Healing Racism. (Day l 
of 2) 204 KC. Call x12215 for information. 
11 a.m.: Richard Norton Smith Lecture. "The 
Surprising George Washington." 250 KC. 
Noon: History Colloquium. "From Communists 
to Peasants," by Cliff Welch. 2341 MAK. Call 
x13298 for more information. 
2 p.m.: Richard Norton Smith Lecture. "The 
Fiery Trial of Abraham Lincoln." 250 KC. 
Tues., Nov. 14 
7:45 a.m.-5 p.m.: Human Resources Excellence 
Series. Institute for Healing Racism. (Day 2 
of 2) 204 KC. 
Noon-4 p.m.: Master Class with Bill Lucas. 
Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall , PAC. 
Call x 13484 for more information. 
1 p.m.: Richard Norton Smith Lecture. "The 
Gold in the Gilded Age." 215 KC. 
1 p.m.: Women's Commission Meeting. 104 KC. 
Call x12748 for more information. 
1 p.m.: Middle East Studies Lecture. "Media and 
the Middle East," by Sohail Al-Shaer. 250 
KC. Call x13668 for more information. 
4 p.m.: Richard Norton Smith Lecture. "TR in 
the Bully Pulpit." 215 KC. 
8 p.m.: Jazz Combos. Sherman Van Solkema 
Recital Hall, PAC. Call x 13484 for more 
information. 
Wed., Nov. 15 
11 a.m.: Richard Norton Smith Lecture. 
"Woodrow Wilson." CDC. 
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters Club. 104 KC. 
Call x12204 for more information. 
Noon: Women 's Center "Her Story" Series by 
Shaily Menon. 204 KC. Call x12748 for more 
information. 
Noon: Women 's Center hosts Lunches for 
Moms. 161 KC. Call xl2748 for more infor-
mation. 
Noon: Autumn Health Forum. "Treating the 
Whole Person: Combining Alternatives for 
Effective Cancer Treatments," by Dr. Thomas 
Gribbin. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call 
x 17360 for more information. 
Noon: Work Life Connections Brown Bag 
Lunch Series. "When Independent Living is 
No Longer Safe: How Can I Help My Aging 
Parent?" 142 KC. For more information, call 
x1801 l. 
4 p.m.: Grand Valley Advertising Club presents 
Health and Wellness Day. 250 KC. 
7:30 p.m.: Richard Norton Smith Lecture. 
"Roosevelt and Reagan." CDC. 
8 p.m.: Summer Film Project Premiere. Wealthy 
Theatre, Grand Rapids . Call x 13668 for more 
information. 
Thurs., Nov. 16 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters Club. Call 
361-5227 ext.31 for room information. 
Noon: Work Life Connections Brown Bag 
Lunch Series. "When Independent Living is 
No Longer Safe: How Can I Help My Aging 
Parent?" 488C DEV. For more information, 
call x 180 I 1. 
3 p.m.: Bio-AWRI Seminar Series by Jay Means, 
Western Michigan University. Lake Michigan 
Center, Muskegon. Call x13749 for more 
information. 
4:30 p.m.: Thursday's With U. UClub Room, 
DEV. Call x16620 for more information. 
VENTS 
6 p.m.: Summer Film Project Screening. Grand 
Haven Area Arts Council. Call x 13668 for 
more information. 
7:30 p.m.: "Autumn in the Valley." LAT, PAC. 
Call x13668 for more information. 
Fri., Nov. 17 
7:30 p.m.: "Autumn in the Valley." LAT, PAC. 
Sat., Nov. 18 
1 p.m.: Work Life Connections presents Family 
Fun Day. David D. Hunting YMCA. Call 
x12215 to register. 
7:30 p.m.: "Autumn in the Valley." LAT, PAC. 
Sun., Nov. 19 
3 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Series. Perugino String 
Quartet. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call 
x 13484 for more information. 
8 p.m.: BANDORAMA. LAT, PAC. Call x13484 
for more information. 
Sports 
Wed., Nov. 15 
7 p.m.: Women 's Basketball hosts University of 
Minnesota-Duluth. 
Thurs., Nov. 16 
6 p.m.: Women 's Basketball hosts Olivet 
College. 
8 p.m.: Men's Basketball hosts Davenport 
University. 
---------------------------•••---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Douglas G. McKenzie, associate professor of 
criminal justice, was interviewed by WGVU-AM 
for a story about the psychological and legal 
aspects of school violence and bulllying. 
Peter Wampler, assistant professor of geology, 
was interviewed by WZZM-TV Channel 13 
News for a story about students using personal 
response systems (clickers) in class. 
Kevin den Dulk, assistant professor of political 
science, was interviewed by WGVU-AM for a 
story about the election. 
Steve Borders, assistant professor of nonprofit 
and public administration, was interviewed by 
the Grand Rapids Business Journal for a story 
about hospitals and price transparency. 
John Taylor, associate professor of marketing, 
was interviewed by Traffic World for a story 
about ocean shipping. 
Sketches 
Biology faculty members Michael P. Lombardo 
and Patrick A. Thorpe gave a presentation, 
"Captivity Affects Sperm Production in Male 
House Sparrows," at the Fourth North American 
Ornithological Conference in Veracruz, Mexico. 
Lombardo was also a co-author of a presentation 
on Tachycineta swallows at the same conference. 
Frances McCrea, professor of sociology, co-
authored a book, What lj Medicine Disappeared: 
A Critical Analysis of Western Medicine, pub-
lished by SUNY Press. 
Kathy Ransom, manager for Pew Campus 
and Regional Centers Security, graduated from 
Northwestern University Center for Public 
Safety's School of Police Staff and Command. 
